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|to conserve our natural resources.’

revenue for at least a year to come. How
is he protected? To whom, in equity and
under the law, must he look for the pro-
tection and enforcement of hiz unques-
tionable rights?

No doubt the case will be taken up by
the society of American Dramatists and
by the Authors’ League of America, It is
of the utmost importance in its wider

and a erime against future generations not

Yet our only hope at present is in the
seientific and technical men. They have
been too easy-going and have not taken
sufticient pains to explain their aims and
purposes to the public. It is only by doing
%o that they can hope to bring pressure lo
bear on legislators. The vast importance

Euter, Treasurer, Addrems, Tribune Bulbding
Street, New Yook

SURBCRIPTION WATES —Hy Mall, Tostage Faid
of Grealer New York

of cheap water power is little understood,
wuias @04 it is only by patient effort that tho en-
gineors can hope to influenco the people

o TS b ¥, | T a8 .
B § R, & v P [ i e et R " and through them the lawmakers. A little
34 . 1l L .
o By i (B " 30 of the industry shown by some mounte-
=3 batks who profess to be the public guard-
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- osideess e e o % as Mr. Tone aptly observes, “when future

gonerations begin to shiver for want of
coal and te starve for want of nitrogen,

— e Y, [the present generation will be remembered
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it dissstisfaction results in any case T g| scenic beauty, but as rhanlp.mns of the
TRIBUNE guarantees to pay your money back ugliness of wasted resources In the re-
upon request. No red tape, no quibbling. We cont meeting of the American Electro-
r=ake good promptly if the advertiser does not Chemical Society there were signs of a
clearer realization among technical men o

The Old North Bridge. Itheir public responsibility in this matter.
Night, and the marchi Sits b I This is all to the good, for it isonly througn
y SORDAGA RN their efforts that the publie can he made to

The :Lr:{:i_s 1o Gy understand what they have a right to de-
EEIDE 10 G TN mand of their legislators.

And things that were and things that
are to be A .
A-whisper in the willows, Who o blind,| =0 0:”"’“}::’::_'““‘ o
So blasted in his heart, but he will find 2o CHRY S BECEL Bt SN
spontaneity and in the universality of the
feeling represented by it 150,000-0dd

Some portent in the stately history
marchers of hoth sexes and of all classes

Of this sweet place? 'Twas here we
and parties, is a lesson for those who have

Ertewed al (he PostoMes sl New York m Escond Clam
Mall Matter

were made free:

The Tyrant met us here, and God was kind. || % 0 mizing the popular sup-
And O thou River Concord, that shall flow [1‘nr'l hehind the preparedness mo\;ement.
Forevermore 'twixt two gternities, This movement has h.(-c'n denounced in Con-
That flowest where all dreams and morn-| ETe* and in the pacifist ross u. S agita-
|tion promoted by the munitions manufact-

ings go, s .
Sweet mornings, busy with the bust]ingi?nr;:::“d shipbuilders in their own selfish
S, But no self-interested agitation could

Flow thou forever on! And tell the tide
tx ook ever have compassed the remarkable dem-
Rt d':::I e Wl et hare Gur-Ladet onstration which stirred this ecity yester-
3 day. New York is thoroughly and aggres-
|sively awake to the perils of our present
candition of mrilitary insecurity—to the
'folly of that superficial optimism which has
Water Power and Prepnredness. |led our government to neglect preparing
against military disaster while there is
still time to prepare.
This eity is alive as never before to the

EARL SIMONESON.
Concord, Mass., May 10, 1916.

In times less disturbed than thesze the
recent annual meeting of the American
Electro-Chemical Society in Washington
might perhaps have attracted the general NeC
attention it deserved; yet among the mat. '
ters discussed on the occasion were some
of singular and exceptional intercst at this
moment when the public at large is keenly
conscious of the perils of unpreparedness
and somewhat more disposed than usual to
give serious eonsideration to the natural "‘tf“fd: ;
and industrial resources of the country. |Mministration : :

The question of water power and the feared to antagonize him had also been
American industries was dealt with in sev-
eral aspecte at one session,and the pecul-
iar interest of this session to the general S0Me of

reader lies in the revelation of what water SPirit! y . o
power really means to the whole commu-| Yesterday's parade spoke New York's

‘nity, and how deeply concerned every one| judgment on the necessity of prepaved-
is in its development. The possibilities of NC¥S. But we have Representatives in

represented there, to measure the signifi-|
|cance of the demonstration and to imbibelaoppressor than it has been in the past.”
its exhilarating and combatant! ;.4 that it is not an experiment “they|ple are e

bearings, for it affects novelists, poets
and essayists as much as it affects play-
wrights.

Where, indeed, does the nuthor’s right
in his work stop? Several years ago an
American publishing house arhitrarily
withdrew from azale the first (and the
best) novel of our foremost realist. The
book was hailed with delight and respect
by those able to judge on both sides of the
Atlantic, its success was assured, but
voices were raised against its “immoral-
ity.,” It was no more immoral than
“Jude the Obscure” or “Lord Ormand and
His Aminta™: it was just as traly art, the
Philistinic outery against it was far less
vociferous than that raised against these
two earlier navels, hut the publisher took
fright,

That suthor has made his way since; he
has battled for his right to depict life as
he sees it and won, but it was not till ten
years later that another Ameriean pub-
lisher found the courage to reissue the
book. The loss to the author in revenue
from its sales when it first began to at-
tract merited attention and was sup-
pressed remains uncalculable.  And ap-
parently he had no redress.

Contracts are tricky things. Only law-
'yors should draw them up—and even
then! It is silly and futile to sneer at
“amalgamated unjons of journeyman
novelists, poets and artists.” They evi-
dently need all the protection for the
work of their brains and hands which the
law can be made to give them, Only the
other day Governor Whitman refused in-
corporation to the Authors' League and
Foundation of America because the
powers it sought were too wide and too
great. There is evidently need of greater
power for the league in its work of safe-
| guarding the rights of authorship. It has
already achieved much; its field of service
{apparently widens with each new victory

A Hint to German Raiders.
A change in the disposition of the Brit-

IRELAND AND ARMENIA

Two Uprisings and the Toll Exacted for
Their Failure.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir:  1f thers were any lack of evidenee
to test the sincerity and integrity of a gov-
ornment in handling its subjects during the
perilous period of the present war, and, nleo,
if crushed and helplesa Armenin sver desired

dom  and barbarous treatment at the
the Turkish government, certainly there could
not be a bettor and more convineing example
than Ireland’s rebellion of 1016,

With its teaditions and national inspira-
tiona the Sinn Fein chose the opportuno mo-
ment to cripple England with an internal
strugple and win  independence for their

ment, the Provisional President Pearse, et al,
with direet aid from the German govern-
ment, the hating enemy of England, hoped
to secure freedom for Ireland through an
armed rebellion. But, fortunately or un-
fortunately, the rebellion failed. Quick ac-
tion by the British government put an end
to that hloody farce, aud the leaders, brought

would do the same under such circumstances,
Yot the grest muss of [rish people live in
the normal eondition: no molestation, no
perseeution for the innocent peaple.
Turn to the other side of the picture. In
cighteen and forty-five years taken to
the army to fight for the country. Only
old men, women and children left at home.
Not m gun fired; not a #ingle shot heard.
Suddenly an order ia issued: “All Armenians
must go." Where to? Wherever the Turk-
ieh government sees fit. On the way Turks
and Kurda kill and muassnere the defenceless
people old men, women and children; girls
are violated and taken into the harems, boys
sold to «lavery. Corpses of Armenians were

strenmed with Armenians' bload. The sur-
vivors beeame subjects of torments anid star-
vation. And high officers, from Talast Bey
to Enver Pacha, from the Kaiser to von
Jagow, from Hethmann-Hollweg to von Bern-
storff, shamelessiy and heartlessly defend
the barbaric order as “military necessity.”
Name it what you will, you vampires of the
twentieth eentury! Civilized mankind can-
not be fooled. The day of reckoning is not
far off when yon each and all will be asked
to answer the great charge- to fix the re-
sponsibility for the extermination of the
Armeninns, DIKERAN MGOONTIAN.
West Hoboken, N, J., May 0, 1916,

“Sense and Nonsense About Peace.”

To the Editor of The Tribune.

I have remd your editorial “Sense
and Nonsense About Peace.” When we re-
call all that was written in The Tribune

Sir:

essity of real preparcdness. And whatiigh naval forces is plainly indicated by
true ‘of Ifs_-ell'np: here is undoubtedly| the First Lord of the Admiralty in a letter cojvos if of sll the nonsense written the
true of feeling in the rest of the state.|
Would that Chairman Hay, the arch en-|
emy in Congress of legislation desizned|in account for the publication of this in-|
0 t‘r(?:it?‘. a real arn_l_v. had had a FN.“ y.csvif“mm-j'm unless it was intended for ’h".'.;i-m:' countries, but have still the strength |
terday in .ﬂm Madison Square reviewing|sslace of inhabitants on the East Coast.lto take the offensive, would be an assump-|
Would that the “.pal"'k“f'v& A{l'|MI'. Balfour does not go into ]mrtil'ul::rq.lnnn 1o which no German wo |
at Washington which has

dealing with the recent bombardment of

Lowestoft and Yarmouth. It iz diﬂiru[tl

but intimates “that a raid on the coast of |
Norfolk—never a safe operation—will

would be well advised to repeat.”

Under the nwst favorable conditions
isuch enterprises were always dangerous
{out of all proportion to the probable bene-

b facth be A4 il h | Tand
encefarth be far more pertious to the pendence and to give Egypt and India con- the clements
trol of their own governments, Those peo-| America, not only of putting an end to a peace)
lamoring more for frecdom from the|gituation humiliating for herse!f but of ere-| . tional security America should attempt by|

sinee the beginning of the whr we ask our-

lntest ereation (s mot the sheerest nonsenne.

That Germany should surrender any terri-
tory after her victorious armies are not only
holding their enemieca at bay in their oppo-

uld lsten,
Our esteemed editor would have perhaps
more suce

free, the Boers their inde-

to gmive

English yoke than the people of Alsace-
Lorraine want to be freed from Germany.
Perliaps another haif-year of fighting will
destroy such illusion as to Germany re-ceyl-
ing any of her territory to her enemies.

l

THE ORIGIN OF UNIVERSAL MILITARY SERVICE

n Was Instituted in France by the Leaders of the Revolution—It Saved the Republic
Empire—Other States Borrowed It, and It Is Now the Only
Solution of the Military Problem.

French ' is called here “disorderly conduct”™ Some of
n- | these fellows occasionully forgot to join thy
regiment to which they were assigned, so that
pa's boy,” meening the rich man's son,

|
IThe System of Conscriptio

and Created the Napoleonic
‘ Practicable

| of legislative body, this general of the
¢ | Republic introduced a “projet de fol," o
| titled “Conscription.”” The word conseription |
| was then used for the first time in the his-|"“ps

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sie: The diffeulty of raising armies s bex
exemplified by the conseription erixis in the

to prove to the civilized world her martyr|

the enrly spring of 12106 the men between

strewn on the plains of Armenia. The rivers |

ess in urging England to set Ire-|

We are !l desirous of peace, and hopu'

House of Representatives at Washington to
| accept the Senate’s minimum of 260,000 men
far our regular pence establishment.

While it is true that the United States is|
not at war, events in Mexieo, not to spenk of
the European situation, make it imperutive |
for this country not to delay too long the |
adoption of a military law providing for an
army numerous enough to protect the nation.

the lecture platform and the pulpit to create
confuzion, *o hecloud this vital issue by link-|
ing for eortain purposes, which it is not nee-
| ensary lo analyze now, the guestion of pre-
| paredness with that of militarism. They do
not realize, these pacifists, that preparedness
and militarism are two different things. Mili-

lorder to know and to grasp its degrading]
features. Therefore, to preach, to lecture or|
to write against militarism in & republic like |
ours is like attempting to hreak in an open
door.

From time immemorial nations have heen
confronted with the military problem - from
the Roman legions down to the present times.
i The French Rovelution was the mother of
|eonseription.  The Constituent Assembly
| had rejected what waa then ealled compulsory
serviee, judging it to be incompatible with
the dignity and liberty of a free born eitizen.
The situation became weute when monarchical
Europe lined up its forces sgainst the First
Republie; something had to he done tos meet
the continental coslition. It was then that|
the eongention, in ita famous proclamation, |
posted all over France, and commencing with |
these words, “The country is in danger,” ap-
pealed for volunteers to come forward to en-
roll for the “Salut de la République.”
| The uppesl was heeded. A wave of patriot-
ism swept the country and carried thousands
and thousands of men from every village and
leity to register. The result was surprising.
!"fhe Republic under the leadership of such
able generals as Hoche, Jourdan and Moreau,
and later on Ronaparte, cleared France of!
her onemies, but at a terrible cost of human
|life. These victories depleted France of her
!mnn}mud and the question arose, How is the
Illrpuhlic to replace the men whao died for
her?

General Jourdan found the solution. Be-
fore the Couneil of the Five Hundred, »

|with Metternich a few years

English Cabinet and hy the rofusal of ”“"Imry of the world -eoined by® Republican had
LA

France for the benefit of all other nations, b
it said to her eternul honor. The law passed
in 1798 declared every male citizen liable to
military service for u period of five year
from the age of twenty to th
five, the conneripts to he divi
gnd to be ealled out at the di
government as circumstances
Conseription won the victories o
Revolution.

both acknowledged it after having first op-
posed it
later in 1804 or
1805, Honaparte made this startling remark:
“I enn well afford to loxe 30,000 men every
month, ns long as | have the conscription to
full back upon.”

Later on, however, the law waa so amended

ta trial under martial law, were executed|i4rixm eannot be defined. It must he lived s ; :
: s + e 'l as to permit the right of exemption by the!
one after another. Any civilized government |y oot bo felt. Tt must be experienced in|pugmeht for a substitute, exemption being

determined by the drawing of lots. That was
a grout mistake, as it killed the democratic

spirit of the army and laid the foundation for
| without distinetion of clazs or right of .

the eoming crushing defeat of 1870, Na-|

poleon I1I, always hesituting and always un-| emp

nhle to take n resolution, did not dare propose

to the Chamber of Deputies to repeal that

part of the conseription law. That is why |
his army was justly nicknamed “l'armée desi
mercenaires.”
. It may not be out of place to state here
how =ubstitution was carried out. The writer!

remembers having witnessed on =everal occa-|
sions scenes attending the drawing of lotw|

and the subsequent purchase of and payment

for n substitute, To make it clear to the
|reader this is the way it worked: FEvery
year in the fall the government issued an|

appeal calling for so many men who that year
had reached the age of twenty. If the nu
ber of men available in each ward excesded
the number required by the government, a
drawing would take place, and the man draw-
ing the highest number would be exempted
from service, whila the unlucky ones who
had drawn the amaller numbers were declared
after n physieal examination “hon pour ser-
viee” (good for service), with the privilege,
if they were men of means, of buying substi-
tutes to do military service for them.

The substitute was generally a poor chap

.
& age of twenty- |
ded into classes |
weretion of the |
may require it.
f the French
g . The great Carnot, nicknamed
fatherland. The leaders, Sir Roger “"""'I'he pacifists haye seen fit to use the press.|the “Organizer of g\rmo,,'u and Bonaparte

In his interview at Schoenbrunn

in quest of adventure. The price he received |
for selling himself was subject to “market
eonditions,” |f | may #o expresa it—that is,!
regulated by the natural law of supply and
demand, as is that of any other commodity.
The money thus received hy the substitute!
was spent in revelries which generally landed |

sort | him in a gﬂ_snp__cgtl_._qn_dar the charge of what | New York, May 11, 1816,

to find another substitute, or do mili
serviee himself, To he wbsolutely fair it myp
be stated that not every substitute acted thys
way. Many a poor young man sold himsele
to satisfy his father's angry creditors, or gg
provide & dowry for his marriagesble istes
A% in those times no girl could find a hush“:
no matter how beautiful or talented she
wae, if she had not a dowry; so that very
often there wna a pathetic or dramatic nots
in the transaction.

1 use advieedly the word transaction be.
eauxe it wan strietly a commercial burteripng,
consummated in a rerular office similar ta tae
ofMess in this eity where help is hired, The
men ready and anxious to sell themuelvey gae
on & benich waiting for the prospective byyer,
Outside of the place was a wsign reading:
“Sn and So, Marchand de Conserits” (doaley
in conseriptsl.

But to eome back to eur story. Dther ng.
tions followed the example of France. ke
first was Prussia, which improved on the sy
tem and developed it further. Hut Prussis
had definitely declared for universal servies

tion by purchase. After the vietoary of
Napoleon at Tilsit, Prusszia, by the treaty of
that name, way restrictad to s army of 45,000
men, This insignificant number, however,
did not seem to worry very much the Prus.
sian statesmen, who found & way ou: of the
difficulty by sending the trained soldiaps 1o

| their homes to be recalled when needed gnd -

replacing them with recruits up to the stipy.
lated number, thus seemingly complying with
the eonditions dictated by Napaleon byt gt
the same time evading the spirit of the pe.
stricting clauae.

1t is that system which started natlons to
have reserve armies. After Sadowa, in 1888

m- | or, rather, after the Franco-Prusslan War {5

1870, every continental power rearganized it
military institution on the modal of Prussia,
Let it not he forgotten, however, that if ts.
day Prussia, with its vassal states —that fs,

[the German Empire—has such a glant army,
| she owes it to the French Revolution. Franes,

surrounded by enemies, taught monarehieal
Europe how to raise armies, victorious armies,
by creating and enforcing the conseription
law, which enabled her to plant the Freneh
flag practically in every capital of the Con.
tinent.

Let the Germans and their friends wheo
shout “Deutschland tiber Alles” read and
meditate. They will find that even they bave
profited by the French Revolution.

JONAS LIPPMANY,
Formerly of the “Journal ({'Alsace”

————y

“THE OPPORTUNITY OF AMERIC

ANDIPLOMACY |

| How It Can Restore t
standing lssues with Germany

Ta the Editor of The Tribune:

Haa it not become evide
t German-American situation contains
of a great opportunity for

Sir:
presen

ating a new state of world affairs out of |
|wh+eh might grow —would almost inevitably
grow - tha restoration of general peace on |
| conditiona that civilization could accept? |
But that result is certainly conditional en

he Validity of International Law and Settle All Out- ‘
—The United States Should Force ,
an Understanding with Germany as to the Future.

{warned of a fact which sooner or later she | more unsatisfactory it is.
nt that the|will have to face if it in really a fact. And| no promise whatever to the United States

it i obviously far better that it should be-|
come patent to America (and the world) now,
than later iafter a possibly patched up
Indeed, on grounds simply of sheer!

some such means to establish now, when
Germany i+ relatively helpless. <o far as dam-
sring us i concerned, where she stands, what
America faces, It would enable her to make
her future policy definite and objective.

And suppose Germany, realizing at last

GERMANY’S UNRESPONSIVE ANSWER

Little in It to Encounrage or Comfort the
United States.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The more I study the German note the
Germany makes

She says that she has given orders to her
raval officers to modify submarine warfare.
These nrders she resarves the right to revoke
at will. She plainly notifies us that she is
in a fight for existence, and for the sake of
neutral interests cannot ba expectad to m
strict the use of her submarine weapons s
leng ms Great Britain's present sea policy

|stands. Such a demand {rom us is, she says,

incompatible with the character of neutrality,

the nitrogen industry alone, so much de-|Congress  who cannot read signs andlge  Nothing of importance was achieved

bated since the war hegan, were set forth omens even so manifest. Last Mnndsy.!in former raids and a considerable riﬁ.l::"""'l prav to soe the bloody eonflict ended

on the ather side, but peace where the victor

one thing: That American diplomacy is great e . g RN %
that it is impossible to maintain a national : :
enough to be completely honest—homest to it “during the next generation "1 :‘:h';: :: convinced that we do not think of

at large in & most instructive paper hy|When the House of Representatives Was|of paing cut off was run by the attacking

Professor W. S. Landis, and a general re-|asked to concur in the Senate’s amend-
view of electric furnace products by Mr. ment to the Hay bill, fixing the peace
1. J. Tone gave an idea of the extraordi-|strength of the regular army at 250,000,
nary developments st Niagara Falls New York Congressman, Mr. Meyer

in|One .
the last twenty years and the incalculable

London, vated in the negative. Mr. Lon-
importance of further developmient in theldon is a Socialist and probubly does not
future. |have the least ambition to reflect the pre-

|aqundmm. Indeed, when Scarborough
land Hartlepool were bombarded in the
{winter of 1014 the only obvious gxplana-
tion was that the Germans hoped to create
;a panic and by popular clamor to bring
|a'huut a redistribution of the naval forces,
| Unfortunately for them, they did not sue-
| ceed, and though there was undoubtedly a

It is perhaps not unnatural that the pul- | vailing sentiment of the community.
lic is ignorant of its interest in this vital But there were, according to “The Con- g oat deal of uneasiness in East Anglia, it
question. Engineers and technical men are gressional Record,” seven other New York|y.q not difficult to convinee the people
themselves largely responsible for the pop- | members who eontributed to the defeat of 4. such raids were always possible,
ular apathy, since they have left the mat- the motion to concur by being absent and | yjoueh perilous, under the conditions that
ter in the hands of ignorant legislators unpaired. They were: :prevaiicd.
and met the restriction of power -in'rlnp-‘ Charles P. Caldwell, Democrat. No effort had, in fact, been made to
ment with what can at the best be de-| Joseph V. Flynn, Democrat, geal up the German ports. It was hoped,
seribed as passive resistance. On the utherl James P, M_“h'”'- Democrat. {on the contrary, that the fleet would come
side are ranged a small but active body of Daniel J. _R":'rd““- Democrat. | out, and it was expedient to keep the main
feather brained ssthetes who are inclined | Michael F. ""J“"-"- Il(!mof.:rut. |ﬂget in northern waters. The possibility
to regard industrial development as a vul- Charles B. “_ﬂ‘“]' Republican. |of an attempt at invasion was not over-
gar pursuit and think it horrid to allow) Daniel A. Driscoll, Democral. looked. But the earlier raids conveyed no
material considerations sny weight in com-| The parade ought to serve as &n ob-| origug threat of such an event. It was
parison with scenery, These are the peo- ject lesson to these gentlemen. They | ylways necessary to do as much damage
ple who have made so much noise about | have made themselves also an object les-| iy g5 short a time as possible and then to
“preserving Niagara Falls” and actually|son in what to avoid in the voting booth | oot away; on one occasion, indeed, the
succeeded in persuading politicians the|to all those who took part in the parade| gijers apparently made good their escape
Falls are in danger and that the scientific ©F got patriotic satisfaction out of it. lin a mist which fortunately saved them
and technical men are in & conspiracy to o | from destruction by a, British patrolling
drain the ecataract. What of the Author? |squadron, After the fight off the Dogger

It is worth recalling the late Lord Kel-  David Belasco announces that he will| Bank there was a long interval in which
vin's answer to those who talked fool-|close the run of George Scarborough’s no raids were even attempted, and the

ishly ahout speiling the beauty of the suceessful melodrama, “The Heart of |bombardment of Lowestoft and Yarmouth
Falls, “The great cataract,” he said, “can Wetona,” at the Lyceumn Yheatre, on Sat-

the other day seems to have heen hurried

never be beautiful until it has ceased to
e an awful and unlovely example of
wagte.” To his discerning eye there was

urday night of this week. The play is a and comparatively futile. It is difficult,
valuahle picce of theatrical property; it indeed, to explain the change in policy,
has drawn crowded houses since the open- except as a weak concession to a popular

something depressing in this wastefulness, ing nightfand promised to continue to do/demand which has sometimes been urgent
I (4

as there would be to any one in the delib ' 50 for some time to come, with at least one
erate destruction of coal in a perpetual flourishing season on the road already as-
bonfire. The ideas are plainly comparable. sured, a certainty of stock production and
By international treaty the quantity of | probable ultimate transferrence to the
water to be used on cither side of the Falls screen.

is agreed upon, and only g0 much can Le|

but was never justifiable on strategic

| grounds,
The Futile Politicians.
«NMrom The Philadelphia Eveuiny Leiger
How much of all this productiveness The country hus been damning Congress

has to pay the indemnity s only an Eng-
lish peace. As to the German-Americans,
they nre more than ever desirous that peace
will be restored, hut in such a way that Ger-
mnny and her people are in future secure
from attacks from the cast or west
STEPHEN RBINDER.
Brooklyn, May 11, 1916
Germany's Losses in the Field.

Ta the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: The article in to-day’s Tribune
headed “"German Figures" suggests that the
writer Is under the impression that Gerv;
many iz now reslly nearing exhaustion in
men, & menace which has been heralded for
more than a year in English and French
newspapers as well ss by all kinds of mili-
tnry experts, |

Hut information contained in the latest
bateh of German rewspapers tends to de-
prociste such conelusions. In the last con-
fidentinl report of the ncting Minister of
War, which appeared in the “Berliner Tage-
blaty,” it is emphssized that the supply of
men iz sufficient for a long time to come.
Consequently no aetion has been taken nor|
any thought devoted to lengthening the age
for military seevice beyond forty-five yurs,|
which is the limit in times of peace. |

It is even possible, the Minister said, to
send back from the front the men who pass
the forty-five-year limit while with the|
colors. The main reason responsible for this
result is the extraerdinarily high percentage
{of wounded who sre cured and return to]
the front. The Minister said also that the|
(German easualties compared with the
enemy's casunlties esn by no meuns be
culled high. DR. R. J. OBERFOHREX,

New York, May 11, 1018,

Guilty as Charged.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Your correspondent, W.
jr., in yesterduy's Tribune is both amusing
and silly. He says it is his first communi-
eation to m newspaper. If he could realize
how ridiewlous his criticism of The Trib-
une looks to the reader of average intelli-

l

|the point of dropping diplomatic make-believe pro will have to meet not only the opposition|

Ir.rnl breaking with diplomatic usage.
Germany says in effect that she will make
military sacrifice for the purpose of respect-
ing American neutral right, if America on
‘her side will reciprocally fulfil neutral obli-
gation by insisting on the military sacrifice

of the Western democracies of Europe and|
the potential forces of Russia, but all that
North America might during the next g!u'\er-l
ation develop into, accepts: that the German|
government is pushed by the best elements|
of the German peaple to take the opportunity
thus so publicly offered for putting them-

That is the interpretation she puts upoa
the President’s requirement that she “now
and immediately declare and effect an aban
donment” of her ruthless and murderous sub-
marine warfare. Her new order har heen
made in the expectation that we shall take
steps to mawks Britain alter her blockade
rules. Even if we should do so Germany will

|from both belligerents; so that American| ji.. right with the world and starting| e pe satisfied. The steps must be successful.

rights are not made a means of handicapping|
‘one party as against the other; are not in-|

afresh on & more workable basis?
If that kappened —which, after all, is thel

voked in such one-sided fashion as to become most probable thing of all —America, without
sn arm for the use of one belligerent as striking a blow, would have guured from|
against the other. | Germany the main thing for which the West-

; it is qui it 7 lern democracies are now fighting. Not only
Bow, it i quits wiskin forusdent, Highe AN would she have laid the foundation for the

ueage, to reply to such a demand by dmlo--f“mﬂ_ nrotection of her own ses rights inl
matie pupetilios “America cannot diseuss, o only way In which, finally, they can be|
the behavior of one belligerent with the prptected by an international law that is &l
other.” and so forth and so forth, The Ameri-| reality heeause rooted in a real international
ean government could make excellent debat- order—but she would have helped win the

ing points and be diplomatically entirely battle of democracy by bringing about a dis-|
enrrect. |cussion of terms before the democratic na-|

But suppose, instead, it were undiplomati-|"%0% have bled thamselves white.

g Never in history had a nation such an op-|
¢ully honest and unprecedently bold and ntd,’mwm;t",_ But to take it mesns breaking!
bluntly what every one knows to be the|

with routine, employing a new method, a new,
truth: That because of the slowly acquired|punner; great governmental boldness, great
Ameriean conviction of the badness of the !

pelitien! honesty. And all that is, perhaps,
German cause- the danger to eivilization and too much to ask.
curselves which thiz country has come to be-

But that is no reason why we n_h?u!d not |
lieve inherent in that eause—it is impossible/ face the fact that on those conditions the,

I PR 2 th h |opportunity is there. Nor why the American
n:::imt 1-’:,3."3 :o ff::: an; ll:t‘:nnl :;Tlg;nrm shou!ﬁi not h;lrl“:?;; nation ?El::!...ll“:'; it}
. ; ¢ ST.
would seriously add to the chances of Ger-| = ww Xork: Bay 'S :
man victors: to be, in other words, really|
neutral.  Suppose America bold and honest
enough to avow the quite simple, obvious

Advice to the Unprepared.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

truth thiat we are not indifferent as to the
outcome of the war, and that in the long run
cur conduct won't be guided as though we
wers; that so long as we have reason to be-
lieve German policy s mennce it will en-

Sir: | wish it wers possible for me to send
this letter direct to Charles C. Wells, of West

She plainly says: “Should steps taken by the
government of the United States not attam
the object it desires —to have the laws of
kumanity followed by all belligerent nations

the German government would then be fae
ing & new wsituation, in which it must re
serve to itself complete |iherty of decision”

The note is pervaded with the same ides
as rune through von Jagow's note of July 9,
1015, that Germany cannot sbandon her sub:
marine poliey while her enemies are free to
starve her, All that she says is couched in
the rudest and most offensive style. No first-
class power has ever befare received such an
insulting note from another.

This is the answer which the Administrs-
tion is to accept —an administration which
told Germany fourteen months ago that it
would hold her to “strict sccountability” for
the loss of any American life, and which upen
the sinking of the Lugitania demsnded that
she disavow responsibility for the conduet ef
her submarine oficer, make reparation snd
give guarantees that the offence should net
be repeated. Germany's answer thus far has
been to repeat the crime as often ay she
pleased.

All that the President's lstest messagt
with its threat of a severance of diplomatie
relations, has been able to extort from her I8
the notification that she has given new order!
which she reserves the right to revoke st any

moment. That the President can think of
accepting the Berlin note seems ineredible
unless his statements for fourtesn months
and more are meaningless,

toboken, N. 1. As my husband does not care
to have me write to strange gentlemen, [ am|
compelled to have this letter brought to his

counter in one form or another (not exclud- attention through the medium of your news-..'

. Bennett,| ing necessarily even the military form) aur!r‘ape

|active or latent oppesition,

| And then, suppese that on top of that im-|
| poszibly hold and honest stand this country
were further to announce that it can only act
offectively for the sea law Germany desires,

|and otherwize withdraw its opposition, if

r. in whose columns, on May , appeared/
Mr. Wells’s anti-militaristic outburst.

You ask: "What has President Wilson done
for preparedness?” [ might, in turn, question
you: “What have you done?” Why pass the!
buck up to eur Chief Executive? You claim
to be exercising the franchise privilege, and

One of two courses appears to bhe open
sither forthwith to let Germany know that we
accept her promise of good behavior (if, in:
deed, it ean be called a promise) while she
lives up to it, but that under no eircumstances
does this government agree to adopt any par
ticrlar poliey toward Germany's enemies. A
note of this tencr should be transmitted with-

neetion for the last twenty-one
Not & new warship has been laid
ing has been done to increase the

has decided to kill is at pres-|for its i

Certain it is that he has|months.

down, noth

turned to account at present. Qur govern-| Mr. Belusco
ment in its wisdom has even secn fit to|ent unknown.
deny the power companies the full use of|stopped the play in the heyday of its ki uthorise the sddition of :
the amount provided for in the treaty, and | prosperity becanse of what he cnnsidorsl:’:_“ioj:;: :::Jw "’h::vmji:rﬁf:r::' "Ng :‘:
the m_nr[tin that Zoes to waste over the|an attempted hold-up by the members “f‘\'::]e:u;.iuh has been gt:-r; to mr.ri;rig ﬂ.;«
Falls is nlone equivalent in potential elec-| the cast, who, according to the report, re-|, roesing foreign trade problems that will
trical energy to more than half a million|fuse to abide by the terms of the option|confront us &t the conclusion of peace. No
tons of coal a vear. on their services for another season in- I' adequate provision has been made for enlarg-

The pleas of the scenic preservers would ¢luded in their contracts, They have|ing the merchant marine in order that we
be more tolerable if they were not either struck for higher salories regardless of |may be independent of the shipping of ather
grossly ill informed or hypocritical, Mr. their written and sipned agreements to nationt. And great industrial questions at
Edmands showed in his paper that the im- continue at the old rates when called umn[iﬂ:‘:.l:"" been ignored us though they did
pairment of the Horseshoe Falls was chluﬂyltf- do so. Mr. Belasco ean stand the finan-| "y e whals political and commiercial Tace
due to natural causes, ’t:{l lh‘at the gov- cinl loss; the actors have, no doubt, their| . 4. world has changed since the beginning
ernment's own expert investigators had|own view of the controversy, but—what |, August, 1914.

proposed a simple and rolatively inexpen- ahout the author? Congress has debated for nearly two years.
sive remedy. If nothing has been done| It may be assumed that a successful There is no agreement on nything. The
| Administration failed to rend the signs of the

since they made their report eight years playwright like Mr. Searborough has not times st the beginning, and it has only be-

genee it would be the lnst,
The editorials seem to be his bete noir,| Germany i= prepared to reassure us as to her|
while muny people of good sense and com- cayse by stating delinitely that the terms|
I;:‘-'I'ill“”.:::!;:;fﬂ:fnrdit!‘u‘rr:h:ﬂ“?ll:s"r:fl‘if“;: upon which she is prepured to discuss peace|
! and in ; nge of | include such things as the evacuation of Bel-
:‘:“’::;‘f:;r:’::}:::'::‘:ir:;::;’”:“h”“‘ “g"'d;glum and France and -indemnification for|
The trouble with W. H. B, ir., is that he dnrlf.ll:e danky WNe pocsgtance:ef ke irﬂel_'-;
iz not in sympathy with the writer, and dis- ".tmT.'l p.rmm?]" invotved in the dmeri:
cloges in his eriticisms too clearly his own {rc c.n'm" r"ngr"mun of ihe sbwotdbe zighty
un-American views, which are at a discount g e yace) 8 all states grest and smail,
these doys when & man i an American oF .|rﬂrlmun to enter, at least to the extent that
sympathizer with & real enemy. of the coutt- others are ready, into European or world ar-
try, 1 have no doubt the editor will plnd'"?lu;l“ms rm; Lae ':.'"“m“ u_r that right
guilty as charged of advoesting strongly a'm i rmlnun ﬂ"m"mn e I1_m|ut,on _n!
s Glaelingn Lo beitle i, Sios & ‘hellrmlmrnu. together I'IH! such minor d_eutls
Presidency, b:.:'. it is only incidental to !helu !‘"Tm’m o t._he o S oAbz
tin f0 tanch Amestoamipm. of whiek:Né is,{ut_mnl commission to inquire into the vio-|
bac » |1ation of the laws of war on land and sea and
the most distinguished and best exponent. [the punishment of the individuals convicted
New York, May 11, 1016, D W. D lhr that commission,
T ! Once convinced that Germany stands for a
The Dishonor List. policy such as peace on those terms would

cut delay. Germany's failure to snswer it
might be treated as satisfactory while whe
ctserves good faith, Any snswer from hef

yet what have you done to safeguard or
even deserve the right to cast a ballot? Do
you not think that by preparing yourself you ' adl iy _
might help the country at inrge P“‘Fil‘t':“I]:O‘:;:l'\h:;:”:::til::,.m:i:;;"ar]::zn.’::::l’:.‘
Why not try a term of enlistment in & local| s0. and dismissal of her own.
nationsl guwrd regiment? | The other course—in reality the only propet
Another quotation from your letter: “No | course to take iz to do now what ought t*
gun goes on my shoulder until we are ade- have been done a yesr ago —sever diplomatie
quately prepared!” When will that duy arrive| relations, J. HAMPDEN DOUGHERTY.
and when will you consider that we are ade.| =% York, May &, 1916,
quately prepared? X
Don't be helpless. Don't sit quiet and let
others do your duty for you. Help the
country prepare by doing your share. Criti-
cism of the President, even though it may bhe
deaerved, will not add one sharpshooter to the
runks or pluce one grain of gunpowder in our
sreenals. You speak of Mr. Wilson’s inaction.
What of yours? If our past Presidents had word.
been as inactive and as loath to risk their parents and grandparents were
lives und fortunes as you now are this coun-| United States, yet [ also am ¢

Also Disfranchised.

To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: May I, who am also disfranchised 1%
New Jersey, present through your column®
my cordial sympathies to C. H. R.7 All Y
'ancestors since the beginning of the nation
| were also Americans in every meaning of the
They helped build New Jersey
born in the
feprived of ¥

My

¢ obvious conclusion is, a8 he points sold his drama outright, but has a con-
out, “that the impairment of geenic gran- tract with the manager on a royalty basis,
deur has been so slight that it is not eon- What are its torme? Do they provide for
sidered worth while to take any trouble |so rare an interruption of the run of the
or expend any money for the possibie im- piece as this actors’ strike, as it may be
provement.” |called under the present legal elasticity of
In view of this it 18 difficult to regard the interpretation of the meaning of the
the restriction of power development ns n word? If not, what then? What are the
measuroe sincerely enforced upon msthetic | author's rights in an exceptional case like
considerations, Mr. Edmands is abun- this?
dantly justified in saying that “it is a  On the face of it. the situation created
crime to ourselves to waste such an eppor- | by the company's ultimatum dnd the
tunity for the development of industr!e!.lmnlzcr's decision does Mr. Searborough
transportation and domestic conveniences, out of & considerable, constant and safe

ago th

gun to stumble through the aiphabet and to
epell out two-letter words in the primer of
| industrial statecraft and in the first reader
| of international polities.

| The time is approaching when the nation
must decide whether it is to be content with
|this sort of conduct of public business in
| Washington. The politicians out of power
|are a8 blind as those in office. They mre en-
gaged in a fight for control of the party or-
ganizations in the various states. What man

shall be rewarded by a nomination for office

and what man shall be punished for his bolt-

| ingr interests them more than the formulstion
'Iof any great policies. Principles are ignored
| Programmes ure forgotten. Personal advan
ha‘a is all thay is sought.

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: 1 am one of the millions in this cogn-
try who feel the tremcndous importance of
adequate military preparedness. Will you
not make it easy for me and the thousands
of others who feel as 1 do to record our just

have voted against the Senate bill which pro-
posed inereasing our regular army to 250,000,
which was the minimum figure set by the
General Staf as indispensable for the pro-
teetion of our country?

Would it net be 5 good idea as the fall
elections upproach to publish a list of the
Congressmen who voted for or aguinst the
above Senate bill? C. T. RICHARDEON.

New York, May 12, 1018,

imply, America would on her side (so this
impossibly honest diplomacy might make
(plain) stand effectively for the freedom of |
|the sea as against England, if needs be; could)
|yssure Germany that this country would
Inever be reckoned among her enemies, but,

indignation sgainst the Congressmen who|on the contrary, would cofperate with her in|  Brooklyn, May 10, 1016

defence of that equality of commercial op-
portunity in the world of which Germany
sccuses her enemies of trying to deprive her.|

Now, whatever followed that announcement,
America and the world would gain. [If Ger-
many refused the implied offer she would by
| that
ready to surrender or modify her
world hegemony. America then knows that'
her fears are justified. She is definitely

try to-duy would probubly be a vassal colony.

I am not a suffraugette, but the faet that
such men as vou are permitted to vote may,!
before long, induce me to join the cause. |
A SAILOR'S WIFE. |

Mme. Gadski and the Yale Bowl.
To the Fditor of The Tribune.

Sir: Considering Mme, Gadaki's unealled
for and hizhly shocking statements of re-

prove that she was still unchastened, not|cent date I, as an American, desire to protest | find it to my liking.
policy of wguinst her singing in the coming Yale Bowl AN AMERICAN-BORN CIT

production. AMERICA FIRST.
Cream Ridge, N. J., May 10, 1914,

L

for one year, but
beeause 1 have

¢ to anothe?

fore 1 went

vote for President next fal
I am disfranchised, not
for my lifetime, and net
voluntarily moved from one stat
knowing electoral conditions be
but hecause | am a woman,
When C. H. R. finds himself linad up nest
fall with “women, aliens, criminals and

|idiots,” fet him ask himself whether he hat

done all in his power hitherto to help Amert
can horn women to escape from this grou?
which he finds not to his liking. Neither d¢

IZEN WITHOUT
A CITIZEN'S PRIVILEGES.
Summit, N. J., May 8, 1916,

-



